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KIMBERLEY SUICIDES — CORONER’S REPORT — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
Question without Notice 1182 — Answer Advice 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.04 pm]: I would like to provide an 
answer to Hon Nick Goiran’s question without notice 1182 of 3 November and I seek leave to have it incorporated 
into Hansard. 
Leave denied. 

The PRESIDENT: Leave is not granted. Minister, you will need to read that answer into Hansard. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: I had the page turned ready to read because I knew that is what Hon Nick Goiran would say! 
The answer is as follows. 

(1) Yes. 

(2) As at 31 October 2020, 35 Department of Communities child protection staff from the Kimberley region 
have attended the training. Between 2018 and 2020 in the Kimberley education region, 117 teaching and 
non-teaching staff across the three education sectors, including WA public schools, Catholic Education 
Western Australia and the Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia, completed the 
Gatekeeper suicide prevention training; and 36 teaching and non-teaching staff from WA public schools 
have completed the youth mental health first aid course or the refresher course. Participant data is 
available only for public schools. The department does not provide or hold data for youth mental health 
first aid training for Catholic Education Western Australia or the Association of Independent Schools of 
Western Australia. 

(3) A range of training organisations provide the suicide prevention courses, including Kimberley Aboriginal 
Medical Services, the Department of Education, the Mental Health Commission and Mental Health First 
Aid Australia. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and Communities’ emergency response, this training was suspended in 
early 2020 and resumed again in August 2020. Staff are required to undertake this training as soon as 
possible when they commence with Communities, and to retake the course to refresh their skills every 
three years. Additionally, trauma-informed and trauma-sensitive practice also forms part of the existing 
child protection foundation training package for child protection workers. 

(4) Yes, regularly. 
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